Explanation of Quality Community Objectives Assessment

In 1999 the Board of the Department of Community Affairs adopted the Quality Community
Objectives (QCOs) as a statement of the development patterns and options that will help Georgia
preserve its unique cultural, natural and historic resources while looking to the future and
developing to its fullest potential. The Office of Planning and Quality Growth has created the
Quality Community Objectives Local Assessment to assist local governments in evaluating their
progress towards sustainable and livable communities.

This assessment is meant to give a community an idea of how it is progressing toward reaching
these objectives set by the Department, but no community will be judged on progress. The
assessment is a tool for use at the beginning of the comprehensive planning process, much like a
demographic analysis or a land use map, showing a community that “you are here.” Each of the
fifteen Quality Community Objectives has a set of yes/no statements, with additional space
available for comments. The statements focus on local ordinances, policies, and organizational
strategies intended to create and expand quality growth principles.

A majority of “yes” answers for an objective may indicate that the community has in place many
of the governmental options for managing development patterns. “No” answers may provide
guidance in how to focus planning and implementation efforts for those governments seeking to
achieve these Quality Community Objectives.

This initial assessment is meant to provide an overall view of the community’s policies, not an in-
depth analysis. There are no right or wrong answers to this assessment. Its merit lies in
completion of the document, and the ensuing discussions regarding future development patterns,
as governments undergo the comprehensive planning process.

Should a community decide to pursue a particular objective, it may consider a “yes” to each
statement a benchmark toward achievement. Please be aware, however, that this assessment is
only an initial step. Local governments striving for excellence in quality growth may consider
additional measures to meet local goals. For technical assistance in implementing the policies,
ordinances and organizational structures referenced in the assessment, please refer to OPQG’s
Assistance with Planning and Quality Growth .




